Volunteer News 4..........4

Welcome to the December update for volunteers in Paddlesport. Please show this update to your fellow volunteers
— coaches, officials, helpers and administrators - and if they would like to be added to the mailing list please email
volunteers@bcu.org.uk. May | take this opportunity to thank you all for your contribution as a volunteer over 2007
and wish you all the very best Seasons Greetings and Happy New Year.

Your monthly newsletter is due to change during 2008 to a different format to provide a more professional and
reader-friendly newsletter. Your current newsletter is sent to you in PDF or word format. The new newsletter will
be integrated into the email with short captions for each news item — to read the rest of the article you will need to
click on the link to read the whole article.

It is also proposed to reduce the monthly newsletter to be sent every two months in line with other Canoe
England newsletters. Please email volunteers@bcu.org.uk with your thoughts on the two proposals — your
thoughts will be appreciated on the future of your newsletter.

Nominations are now closed for the first ever Volunteer Awards organised by Canoe England. Many thanks to all
those who gave their time making nominations to show their appreciation to just some of the many hundreds of
volunteers, officials and coaches who work hard within our sport.

The response for each category has now provided Canoe England with the hard task to shortlist in each category
and to select those which stand out against all the other nominations. Winners will be announced in the New Year
with a special presentation to be made later in the year. Watch this space for more information!

Canoe England will be hosting regional club forums across the country in Spring and Autumn 2008 to provide
valuable information and guidance to club members and volunteers to assist in the running and development of their
club. Places are limited to up to 4 members per club and workshops will be allocated on a first come first serve
basis. Details are being finalised and the final details will be publicised in early January. More information will be
provided on the Canoe England website — www.canoe-england.org.uk — as they are confirmed, with more
information in the next newsletter and Canoe Focus.

Nominations are now open to all BCU affiliated clubs to nominate your club for the prestigious title of BCU Club of
the Year 2008 and the chance to win up to £6,150 for your club!  The winning club will be honoured as BCU Club
of the Year 2008 at a special presentation and will receive a £150 voucher for Cotswold Outdoors. Two additional
clubs will win a £100 voucher to be spent at Cotswold Outdoors.

All three clubs will be nominated for the CCPR’s (Central Council of Physical Recreation) Sports Club of the Year
(SCOTY) Awards 2008 in association with the Foundation for Sports and the Arts. Clubs who are successful in the
15" SCOTY Awards will be awarded at a glittering gala dinner in a top London hotel: First Prize - £6000; Two x
Second Prizes - £3000; and Three x Third Prizes - £1000. Nominations close on February 1, for more information
email volunteers@bcu.org.uk or look on www.bcu.org.uk.

Congratulations to Brian Kelly from Wokingham Canoe Club who was the star in December’'s Volunteer Focus.
Brian’s role as a volunteer has grown over the years from being a parent watching his son train, to being the club’s
handyman; gardener; car park attendant as well as coach. Brian's devotion and commitment to his club is
overwhelming and Wokingham Canoe Club nominated Brian to thank him for his time, work and dedication.

A special gift and certificate are on their way to Brian for his service to volunteering within the sport. A big thank you
goes to all the volunteers in Paddlesport and if you know someone who deserves recognition for the volunteering
they do, please tell the Volunteer Coordinator about them. Email volunteers@bcu.org.uk or write to the Volunteer
Coordinator, Canoe England, 18 Market Place, Bingham, Nottingham NG13 8AP.
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