Amber Valley Disability Sports and Leisure Development Group 

Monday 3rd June 2008 at Whitemoor Day Care Centre 6.00pm start

Present: Mick Potter, Julie Potter (Belper Marlins), Catherine Davies (Derbyshire Sport), Keith Mckenzie (Head Delves School), Gaz Buckley (Amber Valley Sport Development), Kirk Monk (Amber Valley Borough Council), Paul Goodley (AV School Sports Partnership), Sue Stanniforth (Leonard Cheshire), Jeanette Simms (Whitemoor Centre Manager), Mary John (Whitemoor day service worker), Susan (Whitemoor centre user). 

1. Apologies: Apologies where received from George Newby (Sports Mixtures), Nicola Green (Umbrella), Becky College (Belper LC), Karen Wheeler (Mental Health). 

2. Confirmation of previous Minutes: These were agreed as a true record by everyone.

3 Matters Arising: CD reported that the Derbyshire Disability Sports Development plan had completed its consultation stage with amendments being made in order to take a final draft to the Derbyshire Sport Exec Board in July. 

4. Refresh aims and visions of the group

As a number of new people were present, everyone described their roles and why they are to be involved in this group;

Paul Goodley – Partnership Development Manager, AV School Sports Partnership

Representing pupils on SEN registers within AV Schools and also the 3 special schools in the Borough. Looking to create links to Community sport.

Sue Stanniforth – Leonard Cheshire

Supports people with physical difficulties and sensory impairments aged 18-65.  Members wanted to do sports activities and in conjunction with AVBC Sports Dev set up ‘Sports Mixtures’ who run every Tuesday 1.30-3.00pm at Alfreton LC. Would like to get specialist training for workers and better access to Leisure Centre facilities.

Kirk Monk – Head of Healthier Communities, Amber Valley Borough Council.

Role covers Leisure Centre liaison, including looking at access to facilities and publicising disability clubs/sessions taking place.

Mick Potter – Group Chair & representative of Belper Marlins swimming club

Doing IFI training in Leisure Centres. Has produced a questionnaire to gauge need of disability sports clubs in Amber Valley. Would like to mentor coaches to be more confident in dealing with disabled sportspeople.

Keith McKenzie – Head teacher, Delves Special School

The Delves have applied for Sports College status, which if successful will provide funding for new facilities at the school and would like to make it into a centre for disability sport in Derbyshire. Would like to bridge the gap between children and adults. Is prepared to offer free/subsidised facilities for disability groups.

Jeannette Simms – Whitemoor Day care Centre manager

Would like to see what the group is about, to represent Whitemoor and how can get involved more.

Gaz Buckley – Sports Development Officer, Amber Valley Borough Council

Would like to support the disability sports projects and bridge the gap to sports clubs by providing better pathways for disabled sportspeople.

Catherine said that through her role she is looking to encourage other relevant groups to be involved to make wider representation. There was a general consensus that there are a lot of groups out there, but not always clear who is doing what. It was suggested that members should lobby groups to work more effectively.

Kirk suggested that Mick circulate the group constitution with the minutes and include as an agenda item for the next meeting for discussion.

5. Financial update: Same as reported at previous meeting. £3000 allocated for accessible changing facilities project.

6. Potential future projects

After discussion it was agreed that 4 priority areas of work for the group exist;

1) Signposting

2) Club development

3) Multi-sports clubs

4) Leisure Centre costs

Mick spoke about previous inclusive sports club developments and Catherine suggested that she could follow these up  - Mick to pass on details.

7. Accessible changing facilities update:

The PFI agreement was that facilities should meet minimum DDA requirements. It was decided to enhance the facilities beyond the Sport England requirements. 

Mick & Kirk explained that they are intending to write an ‘Awards for All’ bid for meet the shortfall in funding. It was suggested that the bid should go wider than just meeting the shortfall – and should include funding for accessible services also. Mick and Kirk agreed to meet to discuss requirements to be included in the bid.

8. Questionnaire
Mick reported that he had received some forms back. Mick to circulate electronic copy of the questionnaire with the minutes for people to distribute in their networks. Paul to adapt to send to schools.

9. Multi sports club

Nothing to report until the questionnaires are completed.

10. A.O.B

Gaz gave a brief update on the successful Community Investment Fund (CIF) bid that has been granted to Amber Valley Active (which Mick sits on as representative of the disability group). Included in the bid is the delivery of Sportsability training to staff at day care centres, stroke clubs, luncheon clubs etc to be able to run activities with their residents/users.

Catherine requested that inclusiveness is considered within the other projects. These are swimming and dance.

11. Date of Next Meeting.

Provisionally set for Tuesday 9th September at 6pm. Kirk to arrange to hold at one of the new leisure centres.

