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The Sports Volunteer Award
Frequently Asked Questions
Who is it aimed at?

The Sports Volunteer Award is aimed at individuals who are aged 16 years or older, who are interesting in sports coaching.  They must commit to attending a Basic First Aid course, Safeguarding and Protecting Children workshop and a Level 1 Assistant Coach course in a sport of their choice.  In order to complete the Award they must complete a minimum of 30 hours volunteering, coaching in a sports club or youth service environment.

What is the role of the Youth Worker/Support Worker?

The role of the Youth Worker/Support worker is to promote the opportunity to individuals who may be interested and to offer them help to complete the application form if required.  Applications need to be completed and returned to Derbyshire Sport. The deadlines for the next two rounds of applications are March 31 and June 30, 2010. 
What is the process?

Please see the attached flowchart, which outlines the process individuals involved with the Sports Volunteer Award go through.

Who are Sport Development Officers?

Sport Development Officers (SDO) are employed through Local Authority District/Borough Councils.  For the Sports Volunteer Award they will have a remit to support the individuals in their local area to go through the process.  This will include meeting them, finding out the sport(s) they are interested in and establishing an appropriate volunteer placement and ensuring it is safe with a mentor available.  They will also organise and inform the individuals of when and where the Basic First Aid and Safeguarding and Protecting Children workshops will be and enrol the individual on the Level 1 Assistant Coach course in a sport of their choice.  In addition to this, the SDO will explain how to use the Derbyshire Leadership Academy to log volunteer hours.
Will those individuals going through the process receive money?

Each individual is entitled to claim up to £40 out of pocket expenses.  They will have to produce receipts to do this.  This will be done through the SDO.

Each individual will receive the Basic First Aid, Safeguarding and Protecting children and Level 1 course free of charge.  This has a value of approximately £200.

What are these courses/qualifications?

Level 1 Assistant Coach

Level 1 qualifications are sport specific (e.g. hockey, football or cricket) and qualify the candidate to assist a more qualified coach and deliver aspects of coaching sessions. This will normally take place under direct supervision.  During the course the candidate will learn how to organise small sided and conditioned games (where appropriate), gain an understanding of different aspects of coaching children, learn how to set up and adapt sport specific activities and skills.  A level 1 course lasts between 10 – 30 hours.

Basic First Aid

This 3-4-hour workshop gives the coach basic knowledge on how to respond in an emergency, this include cuts, bruises, sprains, head injuries and Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation. 
Safeguarding and Protecting Children

This 3-hour workshop looks at good practice for a coach, enables the coach to understand different types of abuse, recognise signs and symptoms and to identify the appropriate action to take if abuse is suspected/disclosed to them
What is the Derbyshire Leadership Academy?
The Derbyshire Leadership Academy is an online tool allowing volunteers to log the volunteering they do in a simple and effective way.  Members can gain incentives for hours completed including branded T-shirts, fleeces and jackets.

Hours logged must be verified by a simple tick by the person supervising the placement. 

Volunteers and verifiers are given a unique login and password to allow them to access the site.

What is the Derbyshire Sport Coach Bursary Fund?

Individuals who complete the Sports Volunteer Award will become a priority for the Derbyshire Sport Coach Bursary Fund.  This will enable them to apply for funding to the tune of 50% to a maximum of £200 towards further coaching qualifications.

More information can be found at http://www.derbyshiresport.co.uk/workforce_development/coaching/bursary/default.asp
Who can I contact if I have more questions?

Please contact Andrea Stone at Derbyshire Sport on 01773 571222 or e-mail andrea.stone@derbyshire.gov.uk 
