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Minutes ref
	Previous ref
	Date

	Public Consultation Event
	None
	01.04.09

	Recorder
	Location

	R Harrison
	Outlook Centre, Briar Gate, Long Eaton


Minutes for Erewash Disability Sport Group Public Consultation Event
Apologies
	
	Name
	Representing

	
	Martin Austin
	Nimbus Consulting

	
	Carol Francis
	Stanton Vale Special School

	
	Jane Trueman
	Long Eaton Judo Club


C = Chair. R = Recorder. G = Guest.

Attendance 

	
	Name
	Initials
	Representing

	C
	Kay Milton
	KM
	Erewash Disability Sport Group / Action for Carers in Erewash

	
	John Milton
	JM
	Erewash Disability Sport Group / Action for Carers in Erewash

	
	Liz Stevenson
	LS
	Erewash Disability Sport Group / Action for Carers in Erewash

	
	Dawn Worthington
	DW
	Erewash Disability Sport Group / Outlook Centre

	
	Catherine Slater
	CS
	Derbyshire Sport

	R
	Roland Harrison
	RH
	Erewash Community Sport Network / Erewash Borough Council

	
	Stan Fulwood
	SF
	Erewash Disability Sport Group / Action for Carers in Erewash

	
	Rhian Lilley
	RL
	Erewash School Sports Partnership

	
	Jan Oldham
	JR
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	Tony Buck
	TB
	Stanton Tennis Club

	
	John Bennett
	JB
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	David Stephenson
	DS
	Erewash Borough Council, Councillor

	
	Sylvia Taylor
	ST
	Age Concern

	
	Julie Richardson
	JRi
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	John Hodgkinson
	JH
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	Ean Cook
	EC
	Erewash Borough Council, Neighbourhood Warden

	
	Lisa Beris
	LB
	Erewash Resident

	
	Tim Spencer
	TS
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	Michael Wallis
	MW
	Erewash Borough Council, Councillor

	
	Deborah Dunn
	DD
	Extreme Trampoline Club

	
	Chris Harris
	CH
	Extreme Trampoline Club

	
	George Harvey
	GH
	Erewash LDP Board – Valuing Health and Wellbeing

	
	Jane Lewis
	JL
	Erewash Borough Council, Culture and Leisure Services

	
	Laura Buchanan
	LB
	Derbyshire Constabulary, Long Eaton Town Centre

	
	Roland Hosker
	RHo
	Erewash Borough Council, Councillor

	
	Sue Blakeley
	SB
	Erewash Borough Council, Regeneration and Community

	
	Dawn Campion
	DC
	Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Board

	
	Hannah Kearns
	HK
	Erewash Valley Gymnastics Club

	
	Courtney Saunders
	CS
	Erewash Valley Gymnastics Club

	
	Natasha Dance
	ND
	Erewash Valley Gymnastics Club

	
	Dave Paul
	DP
	Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service

	
	Alistair Ramsay
	AR
	Church Wilne Watersports Club

	
	Mark Earp
	ME
	Outlook Centre


Minutes 1st April 2009
	
	MINUTE NOTES
	ACTION

	1.
	INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
DW informed all present of the general housekeeping arrangements (Fire alarms, toilets etc.)

KM introduced the current members of the Erewash Disability Sport Group and gave an overview of the group and its work and the aims of the evening.

CS gave a presentation on a County perspective of disability sport including the delivery system for sport, Derbyshire Disability Plan for Sport 2008-12 vision and aims and the upcoming priorities and the link to the Disability Sport Group.
RH gave a presentation on the Erewash Community Sport Network and its role within Erewash and existing links to the Sport Forum and Disability Sport Group. In addition, RH raised recent successes and plans for the future.
At the end of the formal presentations RH invited the people present to contribute and identify local priorities that would assist in planning for the Disability Sport Group.

	Statement

Statement

Statement

Statement

Statement

	2.
	GROUP WORK 1
RH asked everyone present to check their names badges for a coloured symbol which indicated the discussion group they should join. There were three groups each with a facilitator and scribe.

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Community Theme

Organisation Theme

Sports Club Theme

Facilitator

Scribe

Facilitator

Scribe

Facilitator

Scribe

John Milton

Kay Milton

Catherine Slater
Rhian Lilley
Roland Harrison
Jan Oldham
All groups were asked to consider the following question for approximately 30 minutes.
Question: What do you think stops disabled people or carers taking part in sport and physical activity?

The following is a list of group’s feedback and their priorities.
Group 1 – Community Theme

Comment Raised

Priority Score

1

Attitude and awareness (training)

12 (1st)
2

More promotion and understanding

0

3

Facilities and equipment

5

4

Changing places and toilets

2

5

Linking with other organisations

0

6

Being involved in planning

7 (2nd=)
7

Inclusive Fitness Initiative (IFI) equipment – Lack off

3

8

Staff training / disability awareness – Lack off

0

9

Training for councillors and planning officers – to be involved in disabled people

0

10

Communication and networking

7 (2nd=)
11

Money to provide services

3

The facilitator determined the highest scoring priorities based on the number of red stickers placed against each priority. These three highest scoring priorities was then used in the second group work session. See highlighted red text above for the group priorities.
Group 2 – Organisation Theme

Comment Raised

Priority Score

1

Access to facilities – physical and equipment 

6 (1st)
2

Access to transport 
1
3

Access to support and carer
0
4

Access restricted due to obstacles at facilities
0
5

Access issues in changing facilities – privacy issues
3
6

Access issues related to customer service
0
7

Access issues – stigma – privacy
2
8

Access to appropriate sessions for individuals or groups that attend
0
9

Training – staff awareness and specifically linked to disability issues
1
10

Training – that is practical possible link to work placements
0
11

Information – access to the appropriate information
0
12

Funding - in general 

4 (2nd=)
13
Funding – transport costs
0
14
Public transport
0
15

The ways we market activities / clubs etc

4 (2nd=)
16
Taster sessions at facilities or clubs making individuals feel more positive about accessing opportunities
1
17
Club development – training
1
18
Club development – Appropriate sessions
0
The facilitator determined the highest scoring priorities based on the number of red stickers placed against each priority. These three highest scoring priorities was then used in the second group work session. See highlighted red text above for the group priorities.

Group 3 – Sports Club Theme 
Comment Raised

Priority Score

1

Disabled people fear ridicule and acceptance

1

2

Equipment available to enable disabled people to take part in sports e.g. hoists, steps

3
3

Skill and ability levels vary widely – makes it difficult to compete against people of own age (especially young people 1 on 1 sports). Makes able and disabled competitive more challenging

1
4

Skills and knowledge of coaches and volunteers

1
5

Training courses not available

5 (1st=)
6

Not knowing about sport

1
7

Clubs not suitable for people with disabilities

0
8

Having a false impression of what is out there

0
9

Sports clubs don’t know where the disabled people are and their capabilities

5 (1st=)
10

Physical access to buildings

0
11

Transport and getting there

0
12

What ‘facilities’ do ‘facilities’ have?
0
13
Not enough coaches
3
14
Some people with disabilities don’t know where to start to take part
5 (1st=)
15
Funding for specialist equipment
2
16

Ageism

0

The facilitator determined the highest scoring priorities based on the number of red stickers placed against each priority. These three highest scoring priorities was then used in the second group work session. See highlighted red text above for the group priorities.

RH informed the groups that the Top 3 priorities from each group were then to be taken forward to the next group work in which possible solutions are to be discussed.
RH informed all present that the remaining comments would still contribute to the wider agenda of the Disability Sport Group as part of a coordinated approach to developing disability sport.


	Statement

Statement

Statement
Statement

Statement

Statement

	3.
	GROUP WORK 2
Based on the three group priorities identified in Group Work 1 the group then discussed the following question.

Question: How can we work together to overcome these barriers?

Group 1 – Community Theme

Priority 1: Attitude and Awareness
Possible Solutions Raised

1

‘Contact person (local)’
2

‘Schools’
3

‘Youth organisations’
4

‘Inclusion – scouts, guides etc.’
5

‘Exposure – networking with day services’
6

‘Valuing people’
Priority 2: Being Involved in Planning
1

‘Working together in delivering’
2

‘Parent planning/partnership’
3

‘Choosing equipment’
4

‘Disability equality duty’
5

‘Listen to by local government’
6

‘Being involved from the start’
7
‘Fully inclusive’
Priority 3: Communication and Networking
1

‘Local media – information’
2
‘Offering compromise’
3

‘Advocacy’
4

‘E-mail, Internet, Newsletter, Contacts’
Group 2 – Organisation Theme

Priority 1: Access to facilities – physical and equipment
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Provide taster sessions for the community
2

Do a tour of the building to put people at ease when visiting
3

Consult more with disabled people
4

Provide open sessions
5

Provide a ‘Buddying’ scheme
Priority 2: Funding - in general
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Provide sign posting for all
2

Reduce the rates / fees rather than providing ‘free’
3

Supporting  a club – establishing sustainability with Leisure Facilities taking a role
Priority 3: The ways we market activities / clubs etc
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Be more positive
2

Be more representative
3

Use inspiring images around facilities
4

Provide a ‘Buddying’ scheme – link to other organisations websites / newsletters
5

Identify how best to get information out to the right people
6

Use appropriate symbols
Group 3 – Sports Club Theme

Priority 1: Training courses not available
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Not enough courses available – need more. Courses on disability awareness, coaching disabled people etc.
2

See Disability Awareness Course available – Umbrella 20th April 09

3

Identify the gaps – what training is needed? 
4

Need specific qualifications

5

Information to identify what types of disability can coach with individual qualification.

6

Training on ‘what type of training’!
7

More co-ordinated approach across county

8

Improve communication and understanding amongst able bodied people – education, appropriate language

Priority 2: Sports clubs don’t know where the disabled people are and their capabilities
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Schools – how to access pupils? Work with the Schools to inform disabled people (Outside of school age it is difficult to contact) 
2

Primary Care Trusts; GP surgeries – encourage their involvement!
3

Town Halls; Leisure Centres; Libraries – work with these organisations to inform and learn
4

Advertisements in local media to make contact with disabled people/groups/clubs.
5

Sports clubs provide school assembly presentations on what they can offer as well as offering this to other community groups/organisations – Promote a ‘Can Do’ attitude!
6

Show sports clubs are fun and enjoyable for all!
7

Promote Sports Clubs through the Disability Sport Group and other avenues

8

Confidence – increase this in disabled people and overcome loneliness
9
Websites – Promote opportunities on the Derbyshire Sport website and provide links to others that can share the information
10

We go to disabled people to make it easier to learn about disability sport and encourage involvement leading to visits at local sports clubs

Priority 3: Some people with disabilities don’t know where to start to take part
Possible Solutions Raised

1

Provide more information about opportunities within all sport
2

Provide open days and taster sessions for all sports
3

Create an accessible disability Sport Directory that is available to all (hard copy and electronic)
4

Use the Erewash MACCA brochures; Leisure Activity Guides etc. to promote disability sport and the opportunities available
5

Provide a Festival of Disability Sport showcasing the opportunities available in the district
6

Provide informational displays on disability sport in public places
7

The Disability Sport Group to act as a conduit for sports clubs and disabled people and bring them together
At the end of the group work, each group fed back there recommendations above based on the three priorities identified.

Other written comments received by those present that were collected by anonymous post-it notes~

1

‘DLA, DCA – Utilise these newsletters to inform local people’
2

‘Access to wheelchairs, accessible bicycles to be used by individuals who don’t have access – Day Care Centres etc)’
3

‘Disabled people don’t always have carers’
4

‘What networks are in place? Catherine Slater said there were some’
5

‘Why advertise sports for all if it isn’t really there?’
6

‘? Maybe A disability centre in the community (leisure centre for the disabled) with specialist equipment so people can go and carers and coaches from local clubs can go there to offer coaching skills’
7

‘ Interesting to hear other people’s views on the subject’
8

‘Good opportunity to find out about what is being done for this minority group’
9

‘Has made me think more about the variety of disabilities. Have more questions and eager to get answers’

	

	4.
	PRIZE DRAW

RH asked CS to randomly select a number to award a prize draw of £200 that must be used to support disability sport. The winner was Hannah Kearns representing Erewash Valley Gymnastics Club. RH to gather details of how the grant would be used for disability sport and make arrangements for payment to the winning club.

	RH



	5.
	CLOSING COMMENTS
Members of the Disability Sport Group thanked those present for attending and informed them that the notes from the event would be posted on the Derbyshire Sport website (www.derbyshiresport.co.uk) and Erewash Borough Council website (www.erewash.gov.uk). 

Additionally, the contact list for this evening would be used to invite and inform them of future Disability Group Meetings and actions that will be undertaken from the evening. 
	RH, CS
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